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Cream of the News 


Milk production in Wisconsin and the Nation 
during February was 3 percent under a year ago. 

Wholesale prices of Swiss and cheddar cheese at 
Wisconsin assembly points continued upward in 
February. 

Beef production in Wisconsin during January 
was up 12 percent from last year and output of pork 
increased 21 percent. 

Farm product prices in Wisconsin averaged 
higher in mid-February than a month earlier due to 
increases for cattle, calves, milk, turkeys, and crops. 

The Nation’s cheese production in January was 
18 percent above a year ago but butter production 
declined 16 percent. 

Milk prices in Wisconsin continued to rise during 
February but ata slower rate than in previous months. 

Based on the March 1 Planting Intentions sur- 
vey, farmers in Wisconsin and the Nation plan to in- 
crease corn acreage 10 percent in 1974. 

Steer prices at St. Paul and Kansas City declined 
from January to February as did prices of barrows 
and gilts at St. Paul. 

The Nation’s cold storage stocks of meat at the 
end of February were 30 percent higher than the 
previous year. 

Wisconsin farmers had 6 percent fewer hogs and 
pigs on farms March 1 than a year earlier but the 14 
major producing states showed an increase of 2 
percent. 

Cold storage stocks of cheese in the Nation at 
the end of February were up 20 percent from a year 
earlier but butter stocks were down 53 percent. 

A custom rates guide for spring field work is 
shown on page 7. 
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MILK PRODUCTION Vv 5 
DOWN 3PERCENT yy 19> 


Production of milk in Wisconsin and the Nation during 
February was down 3 percent from last year. Wisconsin 
farms produced 1,400 million pounds of milk in February. 
This was 6 percent less than in January, about the same de- 
cline as shown from January to February 1973. Output per 
cow in February averaged 780 pounds, 15 pounds under the 
previous year. Wisconsin’s milk production has been below a 
year earlier since January 1973. 

Milk production in the Nation during February totaled 
8,711 million pounds. Output per cow averaged 776 pounds, 
the same as in February 1973 but milk cows on farms were 
down 3 percent. The Nation’s milk production has been be- 
low the previous year for 17 consecutive months. 


Milk Production 











Change from 







February February 








Selected States 1973 14a last year 
Feb. Jan.-Feb. 
Million pounds Percent 
Wisconsin. ... 1,449 1,400 2,891 — 3 — 3 
Minnesota ... 812 815 1,637 n.c. nec: 
LO Wa ete ihe kettle 331 289 584 —13 — 13 
Newr York oi. 769 742 1jSS2 — 4 — 3 
Pennsylvania. . bh ho 498 1,053 — 3 — 2 
California. =). 3 760 771 1,601 chat | uta | 
Other states .. 4,336 4,196 8,671 — 3 — 4 
United States . 8,969 8,711 17,989 -— 3 —- 3 





MILK PRICES RISE 
AT SLOWER RATE 


Milk prices in Wisconsin continued to rise during Febru- 
ary but at a slower rate than in previous months. Wisconsin 
dairy farmers are expected to receive $8.64 a hundredweight 
for all milk of average test sold in February. This would be 
2 cents above January and $2.69 higher than February 1973. 

Milk prices in January averaged $8.62 a hundredweight, 
up 10 cents from December and $2.67 more than a year 
earlier. Milkfat content for January averaged 3.79 percent 
compared with 3.77 percent in January 1973. 

Grade A milk producers received an average of $8.75 
a hundredweight in January, an increase of 10 cents from the 
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previous month and $2.67 above last year. Manufacturing 
grade milk averaged $8.43 a hundredweight for January, also 
10 cents more than December and $2.66 greater than January 
1973. The spread between market and manufacturing grade 
milk was 32 cents in January compared with 31 cents a year 
earlier. 


Milk Prices 1/ 












































January Feb. 
Drcempenly a: price per cwt. 1974 
Selected States : price 
Average Price 1973 1974 74/73 per 
test per cwt. change | cwt. 2/ 
Percent | Dollars | Dollars | Dollars | Percent | Dollars 
Milk for all uses 
Wisconsin ..... 3.83 8.52 5.95 8.62 +45 8.64 
Minnesota..... 3372 8.08 5.61 8.23 +47 8.52 
Towa 2 ta ade e ik 3.85 8.49 5.83 8.57 +47 8.65 
NewYork anus 3.66 8.70 6.80 8.80 ere) 8.90 
Californiay/ 22. 3.84 8.00 6.00 7.95 ai Sie) 7.70 
United States ... 3.80 8.82 6.55 8.89 + 36 8.95 
Wisconsin 
utilization 
Market milk... . 3.84 8.65 6.08 8.75 + 44 XXX 
Manufacturing milk 3.82 8.33 5.00 8.43 + 46 XXX 
Creameries 4 572. 3.80 8.25 5.60 8.37 + 49 Xxx 
Cheese factories . 3.82 8.33 5.79 8.44 + 46 xxx 
Varied prod. plants] 3.82 8.32 5.66 8.40 + 48 XXX 











1/Preliminary average buying prices received for milk of average test. They differ 
from basic buying prices which are for 3.5% milk. 2/Based on preliminary infor- 
mation for milk of average test. 


Wisconsin 3.5 Test Milk Prices 1/ 







Change from 









Utilization aly ene 

Dollars per cwt. Percent 
Milk forall OSES iin stake see ele! ere 5.52 7.719 7.96 +44 
Market: mill kutevsr 2 yale) tecustautaweersuree eit 5.65 7.89 8.04 +42 
Manufacturing milks 20 0. 6) ais 5.36 7.63 7.83 + 46 
Creameries {0 rae cue pene 5.20 7.60 7.81 + 50 
American cheese plants...... Rietete) 7.63 7.84 + 46 
Varied products plants ...... 5.24 7.62 7.80 +49 

Federal Order Markets 

Chicago Regional Base Zone. . . 5.98 8.39 8.53 + 43 





1/Computed equivalents. 2/Preliminary. 


CHEESE PRODUCTION UP 18 PERCENT 
BUT BUTTER OUTPUT DOWN 16 PERCENT 


Production of all cheese in the Nation during January 
amounted to 240 million pounds, 18 percent more than a 
year earlier. Output of butter, at 80% million pounds in 
January, was 16 percent below last year. 





All varieties of cheese showed production increases 
from January 1973 except Swiss which was down 8 percent. 
American cheese production was up 24 percent, Italian 19 
percent, Brick and Muenster 6 percent, and all other cheese 
3 percent. 

Wisconsin made 64 million pounds of American cheese 
during January, a gain of 13 percent from the previous year. 
Minnesota increased its American cheese production 37 per- 
cent from January last year while Missouri was up 24 percent 
and all other states rose 32 percent. 

Butter production in both Wisconsin and Minnesota 
during January was down 2 percent from a year ago. Churn- 
ings in Iowa for January were less than half of a year earlier 
and other states were down 22 percent. 

Production of cottage cheese in the Nation during 
January was 17 percent under last year while output of ice 
cream declined | percent. 


Current Dairy Products Estimates 








January January Change from 
ee eee 1973 1974 last year 
1,000 pounds Percent 
BUTTER 
Wisconsing >). ocacuran ene 17,150 16,850 =p) 
Minnesota ire anon ieee. 19,900 19,600 =— 2 
TOWa ye eyepiece | iene oo abc 6,200 2,800 = 55 
Other'states-scew isyeene 52,892 41,317 — 22 
WUnited’Statest ye eiue 96,142 80,567 — 16 
CHEESE, AMERICAN 
Wisconsin,” 50) does 56,400 64,000 gee OS 
Minnesota, 255 3 sacs eee 18,700 25,600 cee 
Missouri) Rc wg ASP ie 5,200 6,450 + 24 
Otherstatesa.| Gece ronan 43,203 57,069 ar es 
UnitedsStates: Wiens 123,503 153,119 + 24 
CHEESE, MISCELLANEOUS 
United States 
Swiss ies als orp ae 14,911 13,729 — 8 
Brick and Muenster... . 5,264 5,592 +. 6 
Ttalianywe ays einen aes 42,154 $0,154 + 19 
Allother'e) 2 2 Grasso yeas 17,047 17,474 Pate) 
Motalyys).0.: Saks ew aaa 719,376 86,949 + 10 
ALL CHEESE 
Wnited\Statesy) y..vstees 202,879 240,068 +18 
OTHER PRODUCTS 
Cottage Cheese 
United States 
Curd il) sea 66,442 $5,018 =17 
Creamed) ire 85,209 70,473 = 17 
1,000 gallons Percent 
Ice Cream 
WISCONSIN Frat ea acne eek 1,350 1,250 — 7 
Hin Ois gO ena re oe 3,400 3,160 as Tt 
To wal agi fey eee en 7 $10 490 — 4 
Michigan sagas (igen eee 2,760 2,365 — 14 
Minnesotay aiaincueaieiees 2 2a'S 2,245 Mace 
Otheristates year 44,684 44,853 nae: 
United\States esi yeas 54,939 54,363 =e 








1/Includes cottage, pot, and bakers’ cheese with a milkfat content of less than 4 
percent. 2/Includes cheese with a milkfat content of 4 to 19 percent. 


WHOLESALE CHEESE PRICES 
CONTINUE HIGHER 


Wholesale prices of Swiss and cheddar cheese at Wiscon- 
sin assembly points continued upward in February. Swiss 
cheese, Wisconsin State Brand, averaged $1.16 a pound for 
February. This was nearly 14 cents higher than January and 
38 cents above last year. 

Cheddar cheese in 40 pound blocks averaged slightly 
over 91 cents a pound during February, up more than | cent 
from a month earlier. This marked a full year that wholesale 
prices of cheddar cheese were above the previous year. The 
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average price of cheddar cheese in February 1973 was 63% 
cents a pound. 

Wholesale prices of 92-score butter at the New York 
market again declined in February. The February average of 
65.32 cents a pound was 5% cents under January and 9 cents 
below two months ago. Last year in February the wholesale 
price of 92-score butter at New York was 68.67 cents a 
pound. 


Wholesale Dairy Prices 











February 
1973 


January 
1974 


February 
1974 1/ 









Commodity 








Butter, 92-score, New York, pound... . 68.67¢ 70.80¢ 65.32¢ 
Cheese, Cheddars, Wisconsin primary 

markets, 40 lb. blocks, pound 2/ ... 63.75¢ 89.92¢ 91.06¢ 
Cheese, Swiss, Wisconsin State Brand, 

block: pound 2yae 2 Seba fos.) Gene nis 78.00¢ 102.20¢ 116.00¢ 
Evaporated milk, North Central States, 

case, 48-14% oz. cans, range. ..... $8.25-9.48 $10.95-11.51 $ ———— 
Nonfat dry milk solids, spray, Chicago 

area, POUNGH Ee Kia isfalls = ee suede 40.34¢ 55.13¢ 57.75¢ 





1/Preliminary estimates. 2/Selling prices, f.o.b. at Wisconsin assembly points. 


AMERICAN CHEESE PRODUCTION TO 
CONTINUE WELL ABOVE LAST YEAR 


Weekly estimates for February indicate that American 
cheese production will continue substantially higher than a 
year ago. The Nation’s production of American cheese in 
February could be 27 percent above last year, following an 
increase of 24 percent in January. Wisconsin dairy plants 
manufactured 13 percent more American cheese in January 
than a year earlier. Production in the State for February may 
show a similar gain, according to weekly estimates. 

Production of butter in Wisconsin and the Nation during 
February will continue below a year ago. Weekly estimates 
indicate that butter output in the Nation for February will 
be a fifth less than in February 1973. Churnings of butter in 
the Nation during January were 16 percent under last year. 
Creameries in Wisconsin produced 2 percent less butter in 
January than a year earlier but output for February will show 
a considerably sharper drop. 


Recent Changes in Butter and Cheese Output 


















Butter American Cheese 
United States isconsin United States isconsin 
Periods 
4 Change | Change s Change | Change 
eon from last | from last ga from last | from last 
eat! year year year year 
1,000 Ibs. | Percent | Percent 1,000 Ibs. | Percent | Percent 
January... 80,567 — 16 —- 2 153,119 +24 +13 
Weeks ending 
Bebe Gis 17,200 —18 - 11 37,050 + 26 nf UWA 
Feb. 14. . 16,950 —19 —17 37,800 +29 +14 
Feb. 21... 16,800 — 23 — 22 38,800 +28 +10 
Feb. 28. . 16,810 —21 -—19 39,190 +28 + 13 
LOLAG a te.,3)'s 67,760 — 20 XXX 152,840 awe el XXX 








CHEESE STOCKS UP 
20 PERCENT 


Total stocks of cheese in the Nation’s cold storage 
facilities at the end of February were 20 percent above last 
year. Stocks of American cheese, at 319 million pounds, 
were up 23 percent from February 28, 1973. Swiss cheese 


supplies in cold storage at the end of February were 58 per- 
cent greater than the previous year but all other cheese stocks 
were down | percent. 

The Nation had 52 million pounds of butter in cold 
storage on February 28, a decline of 53 percent from a year 
earlier. Government stocks, at 10,623,000 pounds were 82 
million pounds less than in storage at the end of February 
1973. 


Cold Storage Stocks of Butter and Cheese 





Total stocks 

















Commodity Feb. 29, | Feb. 28, | Feb.28, | , pange 

1972 1973 1974 reaeeroe 
year 

1,000 pounds Percent 

UNITED STATES 
Butter soa) seater we Gass 93,272 110,026 51,980 — §3 
Cheese, American..... 229,498 260,154 318,899 sa. 248) 
Cheese; Swiss’ js woscece » « 7,052 8,640 13,640 ae WAGE 
Cheese,all other. seus. « 48,856 §2,205 51,869 - 1 
Cheese: totalianmsies ce tas 285,406 320,999 384,408 a G41) 
WISCONSIN 
Butler ya, Nats ee kee Rear 4,240 4,452 1,799 — 60 
Cheese, American ..... 132,945 173,416 184,600 + 6 
i GOVERNMENT STOCKS* 

Butter gepeite lia en city caenot 64,615 92,641 10,623 — 89 
Cheese, American. .... 1,409 138 449 +2225 





*Included in above totals. 


Manufacturers’ Stocks of Other Dairy Products 
United States 









Change 
from 
last year 





Jano 1. 
1973 






Commodity 





1,000 pounds Percent 
Dried’ whole milk -eae ee 4,597 4,415 5,851 3/3: 
Driediskimpmilkey pee cea ce 717,074 35,399 59,965 + 78 
Dried buttermilk >... .2°..4. 3,458 3,082 5,278 + 71 
Condensed milk and evapor- 
ated milk (case goods) 1/. . 74,294 60,179 54,488 — 27 





1/Combined to avoid disclosing individual plant operations. 


MORE PORK AND BEEF 
IN COLD STORAGE 


Cold storage stocks of pork and beef in the Nation at 
the end of February were substantially above a year earlier. 


Cold Storage Stocks of Meat 
United States 






Change 










Commodity from 
last year 
1,000 pounds Percent 
Beef: 
BrOZeN Iai \y eee ose in ee 297,927 357,521 448,995 433,543 ne WAR 
In cure andcured ..... 10,671 1iP335 14,823 13,003 are Sl) 
TOtah yy ae eye en sete 308,598 368,856 463,818 446,546 as ae | 
Pork: 
REO ZEN MEIN? lsh ys) eueueien ss 266,870 187,645 286,783 290,861 te SiS 
MPICOGION ci. os sites, melee 22,630 13,998 15,749 15,430 + 10 
COCA th rete ee Tiemeits 289,500 201,643 302,532 306,291 eS? 


Other meats and meat 
products: 


Veal frozen Wee uen. 7,935 14,873 12,459 11,296 — 24 

Lamb and mutton, frozen 12,836 11,847 12,109 12,475 ars 
Canned meats in cooler: 

LQTS eis heneent ob sarane ous 67,152 49,249 57,461 69,256 + 41 

Othermeats ate e ie.» 21,093 15,029 15,794 15,638 + 4 


Total, allimeats (die) 3 0eis/ie 707,114 661,497 864,173 861,502 + 30 
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Pork stocks in cold storage on February 28 amounted to 
306 million pounds, 52 percent more than on that date last 
year. Stocks of pork increased by almost 4 million pounds 
during February and were more than 104 million pounds 
above last year. Frozen pork bellies totaled 55 million pounds 
at the end of February, up 79 percent from a year ago. 

Beef supplies in cold storage on February 28 exceeded 
446 million pounds, an increase of 21 percent from the 
previous year. Although cold storage stocks of beef declined 
17 million pounds during February, they were more than 77 
million pounds above a year earlier. 

With both pork and beef stocks up considerably from 
last year, total meat in cold storage at the end of February 
was 30 percent greater than on February 28, 1973. 


FARMERS PLAN TO 
INCREASE CORN ACREAGE 


The annual March 1 survey of planting intentions for 
the 1974 crop season indicated that farmers in Wisconsin and 
the Nation plan to increase corn acreage 10 percent. Wis- 
consin farmers expect to plant a record 3% million acres of 
corn this year while the National corn crop may also be a 
record of nearly 79 million acres. 

Planting intentions for soybeans indicate that Wis- 
consin and the Nation could plant less acreage in 1974 than 
a year ago. Wisconsin farmers intend to plant 240,000 acres 
of soybeans this year, a decline of 2 percent from 1973. The 
National soybean crop is expected to total 55 million acres, 
down 4 percent from last year and the first decrease in soy- 
bean acreage since 1958. 

Farmers in Wisconsin are planning to sow 1,520,000 
acres of oats in 1974, an increase of 1 percent from 1973. 


Wisconsin tobacco growers indicated that as of March 1 
they expected to reduce tobacco acreage 6 percent in 1974. 
Type 55 acreage may be 4,900 or 400 acres less than in 1973. 
Type 54 acreage at 4,700 would be 200 acres fewer than 
last year. 

Planted acreage of potatoes in 1974 may increase 5 per- 
cent from 1973. As of March 1, growers in Wisconsin in- 
tended to plant 51,000 acres of potatoes this year, up 2,500 
from 1973 but only 500 acres more than in 1972. 

Planned increases in acreage at the National level for 
1974 besides corn include a 20 percent gain in spring wheat, 
10 percent more tobacco, and a 1 percent increase in fall 
potatoes. Nationally, acreage may be down 16 percent for 
barley and | percent for both oats and hay in 1974. 

Of the 8 major crops included in the March Planting 
Intentions survey, total acreage in Wisconsin for 1974 is ex- 
pected to be 9,325,000, an increase of 4 percent from 1973. 
Corn accounts for nearly all of the increased acreage planned 
for this year. 

The Nation’s planting intentions for the 16 crops in- 
cluded in the March 1 survey are for a total of 227 million 
acres, 4 percent more than planted in 1973. Most of the in- 
crease for 1974 will go into corn, spring and durum wheat, 
and cotton. Sharpest acreage declines for the Nation in 1974 
will be in soybeans and barley. 

The March 1 Planting Intentions survey was conducted 
to measure any changes from an earlier survey on January 1 
and to assist farmers in making decisions on any further 
adjustments in their acreage plans as may appear desirable. 
Wisconsin farmers decided to reduce their soybean acreage 
from what was reported on the January 1 survey while 
keeping intentions unchanged for the other crops. Farmers 
in the Nation decided to increase spring wheat acreage more 


Planted Acreage, Selected Crops, 1974 Intentions 
Compared with 1972 and 1973 Planted Acreage, Wisconsin and United States 














Wisconsin United States 
ne 1972 | 1973 1974 ra a ee 1972 | 1973 | 1974 pene rom 
ast year last year 
1,000 acres Percent 1,000 acres Percent 
Cornea Oa es ey ena aireee 3,051 3,200 3,520 #10 66,972 71,611 78,803 Ariel 
Spring: wheat. 4) 5) srw elena 11 12 i eq) as) 10,138 12,811 T5378 + 20 
Oats: Wa ait pe. nee Gelbe al ie Rate 1,570 1,500 1,520 cat a | 20,178 19,208 18,930 =p 
Barley inte \onbae, esti, tle ete 24 22 21 — § 10,639 11,335 9,534 — 16 
Potatoes i Ballin) elena ie yeas 50.5 48.5 51.0 wut 1305122 1,084.6 1,098.8 se | 
TObaACCOs LY PeroAe aie ce aan 5.0 4.9 4.7 — 4 _ — — - 
Tobacco Ry pes sie 2 fii gs cies 5.8 5.3 4.9 — 8 _ — = =U 
Tobaccoyjalli2/ ine eile eg ness 10.8 10.2 9.6 — 6 842.4 891.5 978.5 + 10 
Soybeans:3//2e crassa ens cat 160 246 240 — 2 46,885 57,297 55,041 — 4 
Hay, alli) oni adte reat eee peieteaete 3,920 3,950 3,950 n. c. 59,821 62,190 61,613 - 1 





1/U.S. total includes acreage planted preceding fall. 2/Acres harvested or intended for harvest. 3/Grown alone for all purposes. 


This would be the first year since 1961 that oat acreage has 
increased in Wisconsin. Two consecutive poor years for oats 
in 1972 and 1973 have resulted in very short supplies of 
oats and straw. 

Wisconsin’s spring wheat acreage may be 13,000 acres 
this year, an increase of 1,000 acres from last year. Barley 
acreage in Wisconsin for 1974 is expected to be 21,000 acres, 
down 1,000 from 1973. 

Based on the March 1 survey, Wisconsin farmers may 
harvest hay from 3,950,000 acres this year, the same as a year 
ago. The extent of any winterkill could determine how much 
hay acreage will actually be harvested. 


than they had indicated on January 1 while decreasing soy- 
bean acreage a little more. 

Actual acreages planted could vary from that indicated 
on the March 1 Intentions survey for such reasons as weather, 
economic conditions, and the availability of farm production 
inputs like fuel, fertilizer, and labor. 


PRICES RECEIVED INDEX 
HIGHER IN FEBRUARY 


The index of prices received for all farm products sold 
in Wisconsin averaged 569 percent of the 1910-14 base as of 
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tennessee 


mid-February, an increase of 7 points (1 percent) from a 
month earlier and 145 points (34 percent) above last year. 
Higher prices for cattle, calves, milk, turkeys, and crops were 
responsible for the increase in the prices received index. 

Beef cattle prices moved higher in February as steers 
and heifers averaged $39.30 a hundredweight at mid-month, 
a gain of 80 cents from January and 70 cents above the pre- 
vious year. Slaughter cows averaged $32.20 a hundredweight 
for February, also 80 cents more than January and $2.00 
above a year ago. 

Calves returned an average of $53.50 a hundredweight 
in mid-February, an increase of $2.90 from a month earlier 
and $1.50 above February 1973. The hog price of $38.80 a 
hundredweight for February was down 90 cents from Janu- 
ary but $5.40 higher than last year. 

Lambs remained unchanged at $35.00 a hundredweight 
from January to February but were $3.80 above a year earlier. 
Sheep averaged $10.50 a hundredweight for February, down 
60 cents from the previous month but $2.00 more than in 
February 1973. The mid-February wool price of 56 cents a 
pound was 2 cents under January but 9 cents greater than a 
year ago. 


Prices Received by Wisconsin Farmers 







Commodity pool 





1974 
Dollars 

Milk/cows s./.)/. cas) 425.00 490.00 605.00 630.00 
Steers and heifers . 31.50 38.60 38.50 39.30 
COWS Pee NS Las alt 23.30 30.20 31.40 32.20 
WalVeS Peavey aistisos ve 46.00 52.00 50.60 $3.50 
HO gsaiieiciencd a! em 25.10 33.40 39.70 38.80 
Sheepy sonst sie)» 5.30 8.50 11.10 10.50 
Lambs sevens oss 26.70 31.20 35.00 35.00 
WOOL i sins hy, 5 ete hs wd -47 Seite) 56 
Chickens 1/ .085 -100 .165 2155 
Torke ys. fae ele .230 .240 .320 .350 
GSS cites ene fay) ete .230 .430 .650 .610 
ey a ileus ee anaes PD 1.27 2.58 2.73 
Wheatie ci ii stance 1.40 1.97 5.18 5.44 
Oatsenct ceria aie Tt .87 1.46 1.55 
SGYDEAaRSiancitet ave hs 2.95 5.10 5.66 5.87 
Alfalfa hay, baled . 23.00 36.00 32.00 35.00 





1/Excludes broilers. 


Eggs dropped 4 cents a dozen from January to February 
but were 18 cents above the previous year. Turkeys increased 
to 35 cents a pound liveweight as of mid-February, a gain of 
3 cents from a month earlier and 11 cents more than Febru- 
ary 1973. 

Corn prices hit a record high of $2.73 a bushel by mid- 
February, up 15 cents from January and more than double 
the price of $1.27 in February 1973. Oats also reached a 
record high of $1.55 a bushel as of the middle of February, 
a gain of 9 cents from January and 68 cents above last year. 

Wheat averaged $5.44 a bushel for mid-February, an 
increase of 26 cents from the previous record price in January 
and $3.47 greater than a year ago. Soybeans, at $5.87 a 
bushel in February, was 21 cents higher than a month earlier 
and 77 cents above February 1973. Baled alfalfa hay averaged 
$35.00 a ton for February, up $3.00 from January but $1.00 
under the previous year. 


RED MEAT PRODUCTION 
HIGHER IN JANUARY 


Production of red meat in Wisconsin’s commercial 
slaughtering plants during January was up 15 percent froma 
year ago. Output of pork increased 21 percent and beef 
production gained 12 percent. 

The January cattle kill of 121,000 was 11,000 more 
than a year earlier and a record high. Average liveweight of 
cattle slaughtered in January was 1,158 pounds, 25 pounds 
heavier than in January 1973. 

Hog slaughter during January amounted to 318,000, an 
increase of 42,000 from the previous year and the highest for 
that month since 1971. The average liveweight of hogs 
butchered in January was 249 pounds, up 12 pounds from a 
year ago. 

There were 23,600 calves slaughtered for veal in January, 
nearly the same ‘as a year earlier. Calf liveweight, at 147 
pounds for January, was 11 pounds lighter than the previous 
year. The January sheep and lamb kill of 300 was 100 more 
than in January 1973. 


Commercial Livestock Slaughter 








Number Liveweight 

















Area January Change January 
from 
1973 1974) \aktivear 1973 1974 
1,000 head Percent Million pounds 

Cattle 

Wisconsin. . 4)... : 110.0 121.0 + 10 124.6 140.1 

United States 1/. . | 3,104.9 3,086.6 — ‘1 3,256.6 3,278.6 
Calves 

WISCONSIN aii) he! oe Deas 23.6 WCe Wi BES 

United States 1/.. 29.3.5 214.2 =i1'6 62.7 SOrS 
Hogs 

WiASCONSIN sean) 276.0 318.0 ie VB) 65.4 79.2 

United Statesit/;.\. |) 7,100.7" + 7;2:33-5 2 1,695.4 1,775.0 
Sheep and lambs 

Wisconsin. 3... 4). ~~) 3 50 019 .030 

United States 1/.. S575 770.1 = 10 92.7 83.1 








1/Excludes Alaska and Hawaii. 


STATE’S HOG 
INVENTORY LOWER 


The inventory of hogs and pigs on Wisconsin farms 
March | was 6 percent less than a year ago. Hogs kept for 
breeding purposes numbered 245,000, down 20,000 from 
March 1, 1973. A total of 1,155,000 hogs and pigs were 
being raised primarily for the slaughter market, a decline of 
6 percent from last year. 

Wisconsin farmers had 74,000 sows that farrowed from 
December through February. This was 1,000 sows fewer 
than farrowed in the comparablé quarter a year earlier. The 
average litter rate of 7.10 pigs per litter was below the 7.35 
average for December 1972 - February 1973. 

Farrowings in Wisconsin from March through May 1974 
are expected to total 106,000 sows, 4 percent under that 
quarter in the previous year. Farmers in the State intend to 
farrow 95,000 sows during June through August, down 6 
percent from a year earlier. 

Hogs and pigs on farms March | in the 14 states where 
quarterly estimates are made totaled 48% million, up 2 per- 
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cent from a year ago. Breeding stock was down slightly but = about the same number of sows during March through May 
hogs and pigs for market were above last year. as farrowed in that quarter last year. Farrowing intentions 

The number of sows farrowing in the 14 quarterly states for the June through August quarter indicate a decline of 2 
during December through February was 3 percent below that percent from the previous year. 


period a year earlier. Farmers in these states intend to farrow 


All Hogs and Pigs on Farms, Breeding and Market 
March 1, 1973 and 1974, 14 States 











































For breeding Market Total hogs and pigs 
State Change from Change from Change from 

1973 | 1974 ey eeae 1973 | 1974 seve 1973 | 1974 faabiyear 

1,000 head Percent 1,000 head Percent 1,000 head Percent 
Georgia .s9i.)5 2 323 304 — 6 P57 1539 — 2 1,900 1,843 -— 3 
Hhinois, 25>.) a < 1,050 1,050 Tes 5,600 §,730 aA 6,650 6,780 “He Ne? 
Indranaten. -aeee 672 658 — 2 4,128 4,042 eg 4,800 4,700 — 2 
Towa ce) cist 32 2,059 2,067 n.c. 10,496 1/333) +116 125555 13,200 ap SS 
Kansas; 25000. 276 270 — 2 1,624 1,590 — 2 1,900 1,860 — 2 
Kentucky... 205 206 nec; 1,035 969 —- 6 1,240 1,175 — § 
Minnesota 560 589 fn) 2,860 3,141 + 10 3,420 3,730 Hund 
Missouri ius 660 660 nec. 3,340 3,140 — 6 4,000 3,800 — 5 
Nebraska... . 465 475 Hi 2 25535, 2,705 Pali 3,000 3,180 cr eke! 
North Carolina. 317 300 - § 1,603 1,550 -— 3 1,920 1,850 —- 4 
OOo 297 318 YE: L453 1,802 Cree 2,050 2,120 nel iss 
South Dakota . 306 330 tS 1,348 1,605 + 19 1,654 1,935 soutl Wee 
TOXascyerace sis 170 150 — 12 880 820 - 7 1,050 970 —- 8 
Wisconsin... . 265 245 —- 8 1,231 15155 - 6 1,496 1,400 6 
Total 14 States. 7,625 7,622 n.c 40,010 40,921 +e 2 47,635 48,543 whee 





Sows to Farrow, March through August, 14 States 








Sows farrowing June through August 























seid 1973 | 1974 1/ rails oe 1973 1974 1/ Chaves stom) 

ast year last year 

1,000 head Percent 1,000 head Percent 
Georgia ey oa iste cule 89 88 - 1 87 88 ad 
THinoisve\2 as aes aie 500 510 ap) 400 390 —- 2 
Indianal eh. senate 250 240 - 4 242 220 —- 9 
Towa 2.) i a650 shee 980 960 ad 610 610 n. ¢. 
Kansas.) St? vine) ances 125 120 -—- 4 85 85 nec: 
Kentucky Sy i iucecm ie 80 80 TC. 70 65 -—- 7 
Minneésotaye, «\.l meme ten 245 252 se 8! 210 205 — 2 
Missouri... eine 279 290 ier | 228 220 -—- 4 
Nebraskas a incape ena tents 215 215 NG: 142 150 cae hes 
North Garolina’) -y4 he 111 105 - 5 90 92 + 2 
Ohio tee so. eee eae ees 125 130 Bp UEC i 112 115 <>! 
South Dakota: ese es 168 184 Ee aLO 80 90 + 13 
Rexas: 15 hoy. dats Recetas 48 47 2 56 $0 —11 
Wisconsin <1 5. tee er letoks 110 106 —- 4 101 95 16 
Lotaltt-4' States (aytanwone 3,325 33327 nec. 253) 2,475 —- 2 








1/Number indicated by breeding intentions reports. 


Sows Farrowing, Pigs per Litter and Pig Crop 
December 1/ through February, 1973 and 1974, 14 States 






Sows farrowing 










Pigs per litter Pig crop 2/ 















State Change from 
1973 it 1974 fastiveee 1973 E 1974 1973 1974 ead 
1,000 head Percent Head 1,000 head Percent 
GEOrgia ts sb A een ube are ee 106 VE 6.60 6.96 700 745 Hi) 
Din Ots'-9 4255. ate ital ees cnn eee 329 330 Tce 7.00 6.60 2,303 2,178 eT) 
Indianaty ol see Ale sera ete ae oan 235 220 = 6 7.30 6.69 1,716 1,472 — 14 
Lowa 332s aey A Reale la een 485 505 + 4 7.00 6.95 3,395 3,510 3 
Kansas ota: Oo ee oe Ee ee ea 103 100 —- 3 7.05 6.90 726 690 — § 
Kentucky: cae oxs aca eae Gila 66 65 —- 2 7.20 7.10 475 462 - 3 
Minnesota sir chae iy Pr anine ets 164 180 + 10 7.45 7.20 13222 1,296 reo 6. 
Missouri: talc eee eee ewe 210 200 5 6.74 6.92 1,415 1,384 —- 2 
Nebraska id rr et fa een aaa 147 145 - 1 7.20 7.00 1,058 1,015 — 4 
North Carolinay, aie wusaen.. © 119 110 — 8 7.20 7.10 857 781 - 9 
Ohio} raha ie ae eth a one 100 93 —- 7 7.00 6.40 700 595 -—15 
South Dakota “7-492 wee 75 82 ND) 7.20 7.30 540 599 ayia! 
MOK aS: Sap be. bis ee en ee en §2 47 — 10 7.20 7.20 374 338 — 10 
Wisconsiniid sta) ccm ho Chee cas We) 74 - 1 Wo 7.10 551 $25 — § 
Total’ L4sStatesris at eae 2,266 2,258 n.c 7.08 6.90 16,032 15,590 — 3 














1/December preceding year. 2/Number of pigs born December through February that were on hand March 1 or had been sold. 


March 1974 
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CUSTOM RATES GUIDE FOR 1974 


Recent trends in American agriculture continued in 1973 
with fewer farmers producing the Nation’s food. As the num- 
ber of farms decrease the size of the average farm continues 
to increase. The fact also remains that American farmers are 
producing more output per acre than ever before. This in- 
crease in efficiency has been brought about predominantly 
by the use of modern seeds, fertilizers, herbicides, insecticides, 
and machinery. 

Modern machinery has caused a tremendous substitution 
of capital for labor on our farms. As a result of this substi- 
tution, the total employment on Wisconsin farms has de- 
clined to 179,000 people. To enable Wisconsin farmers and 
their workers to handle the increased work load they turned 
to the use of more and larger machines. 

As machines increase in size and complexity the cost 
increases at a greater rate. Therefore a farm operator can have 
large amounts of capital invested in machines that get rela- 
tively little use. Many farmers find that this capital can be 
used to better advantage in another part of their enterprise. 
To still get the needed work done the farm operator can turn 
to leasing or hiring the necessary equipment and avoid having 
large amounts of capital invested in machinery. 


Land Tillage Operations, Wisconsin, 1973 1/ 












Average Average 











Operation vate as 
Dollars per acre Dollars per hour 
Plowing: 
Number of bottoms 
YRC COA TOA 2.95-5.00 3.99 4.50- 9.00 5.79 
Seis tegto Bren anReMehyc! FMR 3.00-6.00 4.35 4.00-12.00 6.80 
ORS ee See ical 3.00-7.00 4.82 5.00-13.00 9.70 
Seti <a abou a tenia kos tant 3.50-7.00 5.30 5.00-15.00 12.08 
GandiOver 54.2 5 «sy 4.00-7.00 5.08 11.00-25.00 16.86 
Disking: 
Width in feet 
Ba Zi tre rete fer reece 1.00-5.00 2.67 2.50-12.00 7.02 
VB=1-6 Ferd ees ate taerlshe 1.50-4.00 2255 8.00-12.00 10.22 
A Fiand: overs.) <5). 210 1.50-4.00 2.60 13.00-20.00 15.80 
Quack digging: 
Width in feet 
SOUS etre renting <: tales 1.50-4.00 Zest 3.00-12.00 6.76 
TOSS alates bed ushe 2.00-5.50 2.99 3.50- 7.00 5.65 


T4 and Gver 2 s.2 3. 2.00-3.00 2.66 3.00-15.00 10.00 


Chisel plowing: 


Allireportsy 2. 0% 2) 0 + 2.00-7.00 4.06 4.50-14.00 8.57 
Harrowing: 
Spiketooth 
Width in feet 
FOAR Bre) cite Noy the ayten ie 1.25-4.00 1.87 1.50-10.00 5.71 
19)and over % 3.2/2). 1.00-4.00 1.64 1.75-13.00 6.47 
Springtooth 
Width in feet 
FLO S cite eisieiaesis se 1.50-3.00 2.12 2.00- 4.60 3.34 
WE SES Dey i ihauey mhi'e! ‘s 1.00-2.50 2.05 3.00-12.00 7.00 
16 and over ...... 1.00-4.00 2.14 5.00-12.00 8.80 
Chopping corn stalks: 
Width in Feet 
Gandyundenienc,- 6 i. + 1.50-4.00 2.51 2.75-12.00 6.44 
IANISSIZES”) Mila) oie, 5 2.00-4.00 3.14 5.00-20.00 7.94 
Cultivating: 
Without fertilizer 
DEO Wis ted he isdisi a) = lie) os 1.50-3.50 2.26 3.00-12.00 6.25 
AE LOW a ode lalvewis ia) ie) 8 1.00-4.00 2.34 3.00- 9.00 6.00 
GLOW feere eden ie), os 1.75-3.00 2.38 - - 
With fertilizer 
IAI reports 2/) 1a/-) +) =. 2.00-5.00 2.97 8.00-14.00 10.00 








1/Rates include charges for the machines, power unit, operator’s labor and fuel, 
but excludes costs of materials such as fertilizer, herbicides, etc. 2/ tate average 
per acre includes rates for all sizes of machines reported and reports that failed 


to indicate size of machine. 


Custom work rates published in the tables include the 
cost of the machine with fuel and operator and other in- 
cidental supplies but do not include the cost of materials 
used such as seed, fertilizer, and herbicide. No attempt was 
made to distinguish between custom operators who do this 
work for their main income and farmers who occasionally do 
custom work as a sideline, or on an exchange basis. Custom 
operators generally tend to charge higher rates to meet their 
total expenses and provide a return on their investment. 

Rates shown in the tables should be used as guides 
rather than absolute values in making decisions regarding 
custom work. Rates can vary widely, depending on topog- 
raphy, soil conditions, type and size of machine, traditional 
rates in a given area, and special services performed. These 
rates can be used to check on local rates or to see if leasing 
or Owning a machine may be a better alternative. The user 
should always refer to the footnotes following the tables be- 
fore making a final decision relative to doing or hiring farm 
work done. A more complete report on custom rates in Wis- 
consin, including harvesting operations and other farm work, 
is available by writing to the Wisconsin Statistical Reporting 
Service, Box 5160, Madison, Wisconsin 53705. 


Planting and Fertilizing Operations, Wisconsin, 1973 1/ 















Average 
rate 


Average 


Operation vate 





Dollars per acre Dollars per hour 





Grain drilling: 





Without fertilizer 
Width in feet 
Tec ret eile) ot eh doh bes us)iae Vs) 1.25-4.00 2.15 2.00-10.00 4.64 
1107S) Uh erat hs JW aes 1.50-4.50 2.26 4.00- 8.00 §.32 
U2iandioverirusys ir 2.00-4.00 2255 7.00 7.00 
With fertilizer 
Width in feet 
TeD ab ichomen wie) tie. s 1.50-5.00 2.59 3.50-10.00 6.09 
LOAD 1S eileaemarreyis va. 1.50-5.00 Dad 4.00- 9.00 5.98 
12vandiovern harness 1.00-4.25 2.61 9.00-12.00 10.50 
Corn planting: 
Without fertilizer 
2 TOW se. cinehel sive al eeens 1.50-4.00 Devi, 3.50- 8.00 5.63 
A TOW a We ielye vey anss 1.50-5.00 2.47 3.00-14.00 7.60 
OPOW Ua eae sok se 2.50-3.00 Done — - 
With fertilizer 
2: LOW arise eaieydal ak wae 1.00-6.00 2205 3.25-10.00 5.50 
4 TOW als se sues 1.00-6.50 2.70 4.00-15.00 8.88 
With fertilizer and 
insecticide: 
ASTOW. coyis sual ate tes (ome = - = = 
With fertilizer, insecti- 
cide and herbicide: 
BROW LE otek celine; eels 3.00-5.00 2.94 5.00-20.00 12.50 
Fertilizer application: 
Dryfertilizen sy. es) ae -75-3.50 1.68 4.00-12.00 7.44 
Liquid fertilizer ..... -75-3.00 1.84 4.00-14.00 9.00 
Anhydrous ammonia . . 1.00-6.00 2.09 6.00-12.00 9.43 





1/Rates include charges for the machines, power unit, operator’s labor and fuel, 
but excludes costs of materials such as seed, fertilizer, herbicides, etc. 


STEER PRICES DOWN 
IN FEBRUARY 


Prices of good grade fed steers at St. Paul and feeder 
steers at Kansas City declined from January to February. 
Good grade steers weighing between 900-1100 pounds aver- 
aged $43.76 a hundredweight at the St. Paul market during 
February. This was a decline of 55 cents from January but 
$3.73 above last year. 


Feeder steers weighing between 600-700 pounds aver- 
aged $45.50 a hundredweight at the Kansas City market in 
February. This was $2.31 less than a month earlier and 94 
cents under February 1973. 

Utility cows at St. Paul averaged $34.40 a hundredweight 
for February, up 80 cents from the previous month and 
$1.12 above a year ago. 


BEEF CATTLE PRICES 
60 S. St. Paul & Kansas Cify Mo. Averages 1972,73,74 
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BARROW AND GILTS 
LOWER DURING FEBRUARY 


Prices of barrows and gilts at the St. Paul rate 
clined during February. Barrows and gilts averaged $ 
a hundredweight for February, a drop of 62 cents 
January but still $3.55 higher than last year. 






BARROW ond GILT PRICES — 
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